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Tunnel proposed for greenway
Path would dip underneath bypass
By HOLLI DEAL BRAGG
hbragg@statesboroherald.net

When
the
Georgia
Department of Transportation
gets rolling with completing the
four-laning
of
Veteran’s
Memorial Parkway, they will
likely be digging a tunnel as
well.

Bulloch
County
Commissioners listened to
plans for extending the S&S
Greenway from Memorial
Parkway to Brooklet as
Statesboro-Bulloch Parks and
Recreation Director Mike
Rollins described the proposed
project that could bring new life
and new purpose to the old S&S

Railroad bed.
Just south of the future location of Franklin Toyota on
Veteran’s Memorial Parkway, a
tunnel will be dug underneath
the area where the two new
lanes are to be constructed, said
Bulloch County Manager Tom
Couch.
Then, workers will burrow

underneath the existing lanes to
complete the tunnel which will
be part of the greenway, he said.
Eventually the greenway will
connect Statesboro’s Linear
Park to downtown Brooklet,
Rollins said. The first phase will
link the city greenway to
Cawana Road.
The DOT has agreed to fund
the tunnel when they construct
the two new lanes, he said.
For the rest of the greenway,
the county hopes to secure a

grant, Couch said.
Rollins asked for county
approval to request $1 million “the maximum amount available,” and added that the law
requires local government to
match 20 percent of funds
granted.
The deadline for grant application is Friday, he said.
Commissioners will learn
whether the grant is approved
by the spring.
Couch said the tunnel will be

See TUNNEL, Page 5A

Screven
raises
millage
rate

OTC to the rescue

A paper
trail for
voting?

lighted, and land acquisition is
not an issue, because the county
already owns the land.
“It really should be a very
simple project,” Rollins said.
He described proposed plans
for two “trail-head parks” at the
ends of the greenway, with a rest
area and bathrooms . The
course will consist of a 12-foot
wide paved pathway for pedestrians and cyclists, and will fol-

Proposed law
would offer
paper option

Increase to cover
rising costs

By DICK PETTYS
AP Political Writer

By TONY PHILLIPS
tphillips@statesboroherald.net

ATLANTA — Georgia’s
touch-screen voting machines
would be equipped to produce
a paper trail to let voters verify
their votes under legislation
proposed Tuesday by a
Republican state senator hoping to become the state’s top
election official.
Sen. Bill Stephens, RCanton, an announced candidate for secretary of state in
2006, said he will pre-file legislation in November requiring
the state to conduct a pilot test
of paper printouts for voters in
three counties in next year’s
election.
A statewide rollout would
be expected in 2008.
House Speaker Glenn
Richardson, R-Hiram, and
Senate President Pro-Tem Eric
Johnson of Savannah support
the measure, their offices said.
Gov. Sonny Perdue ‘‘is going
to be very supportive,’’ said
spokesman Dan McLagan. He
added, ‘‘We’ve been looking
into this for a while and have
put together a similar plan.’’
The state switched to an allelectronic voting system in
2002 in the aftermath of the
Florida election debacle which
delayed for weeks the outcome
of the 2000 presidential election.
Georgia previously relied
on a hodgepodge system which
employed punch cards in some
counties,
optical
scan
machines in others and paper
ballots in a few.
The three counties to be
outfitted with printers in the
2006 test would be Cobb and
Columbia, both rich in
Republican votes, and Decatur,
home of the current secretary
of state, Cathy Cox. Cox, a
Democrat, is seeking her
party’s nomination to oppose
Perdue next year.
Stephens said that requiring
the state to produce paper
copies of each vote would ‘‘give

Screven County commissioners voted Monday to raise
the millage rate by one mill to
cover the rising costs of county’s maintenance and operation, they said.
Announced in late July,
commissioners said they raised
the millage as a last resort in
order to avoid a loan to cover
the operating costs of the
county. The increase came
after years of
trimming
Screven
from
the
Millage
count y’s
➤ County M
budget.
O Tax:
“There &
12.846
comes
a ➤ Less: sales
point when tax rollback: you simply 2.796
can’t trim ➤ Millage
a ny m o r e ,” rate: 10.05
said
J.C. mills
Wa r r e n ,
chairman of
the commissioners. “We
haven’t raised the millage rate
for county maintenance and
operation for 11 years. This
year with the rising fuel costs,
heating and cooling costs, and
employee raises, we were faced
with a tough decision. We didn’t want to take out a loan, so,
we decided to raise our millage
rate to cover these fees.”
Vice Chair Gregg Ellison
said, “None of us wanted to
raise the millage. However,
we’ve avoided it as long as we
could. I don’t know any business anywhere you can operate
for this many years without an
increase.”
After a series of public hearings, commissioners did take
one more look at the budget
before they cast their final vote.
They also contacted state legislators to determine if the funds
could be encumbered in any
other way.
“As promised, we did look
at the budget one more time,”
Ellison said. “We still didn’t
find any more ways to reduce

MICHELLE BOAEN/staff

Wendell Morris, instructor of the commercial trucking program at Ogeechee Technical College, secures 40,000 pounds of bottled
water Tuesday afternoon for hurricane Katrina relief efforts. The water, purchased through donations by faculty, staff, and students
at OTC, will be driven by Morris to one of the Mississippi or Louisiana donation centers.

Nude swim leads to fight, charges
By HOLLI DEAL BRAGG
hbragg@statesboroherald.net

An early-morning skinnydipping incident Sunday led
to a fight between brothers,
with one man pulling a gun.
Bulloch County Sheriff’s
deputies responded to a
Whippoorwill Drive residence shortly before 4 a.m.
Sunday after receiving a call
from Central 911 about a
fight between brothers.
According to reports,
deputies arrived to find a 30year-old man “standing

See VOTING, Page 5A

naked on the back deck holding a rifle.”
The man complied when
the deputy asked him to put
it down, and another deputy
took the gun.
Inside the home, a third
deputy found a 34-year-old
man, also naked. Reports listed two witnesses, a man and a
woman, but did not describe
their state of attire.
The younger man told
deputies his older brother
had beaten him, and was
“mad because he was swimming in the pool naked with

a female.”
The fight “started in the
pool and ended up in the
house,” Deputy Inman E.
Akins stated in his report. “A
door was broken and pictures
were knocked off the walls.”
The younger man suffered
injuries requiring medical
attention, and Bulloch
County EMS responded to
the scene, he said. The
younger man “had an abrasion to his left rib ... elbow ...
and hand” and cut his foot
on broken glass.
The 30-year-old offender

was taken to the hospital for
treatment, then transported
to the Bulloch County Jail,
charged with battery, Akins
said.
When deputies questioned
the older offender, he said “ it
was a brother thing ... (and)
would not give us any more
information,” Akins said. The
elder brother was also taken
to the Bulloch County Jail,
charged with battery.
Holli Deal Bragg may be
reached at 489-9414.

Atlanta

Atlanta

Broadway producer added to marketing team

Court refuses to hear landfill appeal

The marketing team working to
revamp the city’s image has added a
Broadway producer to its cast.
Kenny Leon, who is filming an update
of ‘‘A Raisin in the Sun’’ for Sony
Pictures, will join Atlanta music mogul
Dallas Austin to pen an anthem for the
city.
The two have signed on with Brand
Atlanta, the $4.5 million campaign the
city will launch next month to try to better
market Atlanta as a tourist destination.
The song is expected to debut during

the Oct. 24 Monday Night Football
game between the Atlanta Falcons and
the New York Jets.
Leon has staged recent runs of August
Wilson’s ‘‘Gem of the Ocean’’ and
‘‘Radio Golf.’’ He said he expects the
commercial shoot will begin in two to
three weeks.
‘‘I don’t have to make up what I love
about Atlanta,’’ said Leon, the former
artistic director of the city’s Alliance
Theatre. ‘‘This is going to be genuine,
honest and heartfelt.’’

The Georgia Supreme Court on
Monday refused to hear an appeal by
developers hoping to establish a controversial landfill in Taliaferro County.
Residents in this remote east Georgia
county spent more than three years in their
campaign to block the 1,000-acre landfill
proposed by Atlanta-based Complex
Environmental Inc.
The company bought property with
plans to establish a major solid-waste disposal site, which was ultimately rejected by
the Georgia Environmental Protection

Division. The company appealed, contending the agency’s director, Carol Couch,
overstepped her authority. The appeal was
turned down in March by the Georgia
Court of Appeals and on Monday, the
state’s highest court decided not to hear it
again.
‘‘From our perspective, this case is over,
and the citizens of Taliaferro County are
planning their party,’’ said Justine
Thompson, an attorney at the Georgia
Center for Law in the Public Interest, which
helped residents opposed to the landfill.

See SCREVEN, Page 5A

Georgia
Lottery

Lottery numbers unofficial.
Here are the winning numbers
picked Monday:
Cash 3 Midday: 5-7-9
Cash 4 Midday: 9-3-6-2
Cash 3 Evening: 3-4-2
Here are the winning numbers
in Monday’s late games:
Fantasy 5: 02-09-23-24-36
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Obituaries
Mr. Robert Floyce “Rob” Williams Jr.

Mrs. Sara Alice Ward

Mrs. Ayre Lee Aycock

Joiner-Anderson Funeral Home

Thompson-Strickland-Waters Funeral Home

retired business owner/operator

REGISTER — Mr. Robert Floyce “Rob” Williams Jr., age 42,
died Monday evening at the East Georgia Regional Medical
Center following a brief illness. The Bulloch County native was a
1981 graduate of Bulloch Academy. He graduated from Georgia
Southern University in 1985 with a degree in agriculture economics and was a member of the Phi Delta Theta Fraternity. He
was employed with the A.S.C.S. office for many years. Mr.
Williams served offices located in Swainsboro, Sylvania, Gibson,
Sparta and had served as the county executive director of Farm
Services Agency of the United States Department of Agriculture
in Statesboro for the past three years. He was a member of the
Georgia Association of County Employees and was a mentor for
a child at Joseph’s Home for Boys. He was an avid fisherman and
hunter. Mr. Williams attended the Lower Lotts Creek Primitive
Baptist Church.
Surviving are his wife of eight years, Jill Zittrouer Williams of
Register; two children, Garrett Lanier Williams and Allie Grace
Williams of Register; his parents, Robert Floyce “Bobby” Williams
Sr. and Rebecca Lanier Williams of Statesboro; a brother and sister-in-law, Christopher Lanier Williams and Marion P. Williams
of Statesboro; three nieces, Cate, Marlee and Bella Williams, all of
Statesboro; his maternal grandmother, Irene Barnes Lanier of
Statesboro; and his mother-in-law and father-in-law, Norwood
and Sandra Zittrouer of Springfield.
The funeral service will be Thursday at 2 p.m. in the chapel of
Joiner-Anderson Funeral Home with Elder Jack Anderson officiating, assisted by Dr. Darren Thomas. Burial will be in the Lower
Lotts Creek Primitive Baptist Church Cemetery.
Pallbearers will be Tommy Sisson, David Averitt, Bill T. Akers,
Jim Mock, Jamie Nevil and Stevie Rushing.
Honorary will be all employees of the Farm Service Agency.
Visitation will be Wednesday from 4-8 p.m. at JoinerAnderson Funeral Home.
The family requests that memorial contributions be made to
the American Heart Association, 7130 Hodgson Memorial Drive,
Suite 101, Savannah, Ga. 31406.
Friends may sign the online register book at www.joineranderson.com.

SYLVANIA — Mrs. Sara Alice Ward, age 90, died Sunday,
September 18th, 2005 at her residence under hospice care. She
was a beloved mother and grandmother, and was a member of
Grace Bible Baptist Church. She was preceded in death by her
husband, Charlie A. Ward; two sons, Royce Ward and Russell
Ward; one brother, Redell Forehand; and one son-in-law, Bob
Norris.
Survivor: four daughters, Barbara (Brannen) Wiggins of
Charleston, S.C., Martha Norris of Lenoir City, Tenn., Donna
(Lloyd) Wiggins of Cantonment, Fla. and Karen (Earl) Hulet of
Twin Falls, Idaho; six sons, Wallace (Allie) Ward of Statesboro,
Ronald (Susie) Ward, Wade Ward, Thomas (Jean) Ward, all of
Sylvania, Clifton (Patricia) Ward of Waller, Texas and David
(Anita) Ward of Greenville, S.C.; sisters and brothers include,
Dorothy Forehand, Ray (Mary) Forehand, Teresa Godbee, Sam
(Vivian) Forehand, Robyn Reddick, all of Hiltonia, Maurice
Sharpe of Sylvania, Lavaughn (Alice) Forehand of Girard and
Terry (Billie) Forehand of Waynesboro; sister-in-law, Shelby
Forehand of Hiltonia; 28 grandchildren, 41 great-grandchildren
and two great-great-grandchildren.
Visitation will be at Thompson-Strickland-Waters Funeral
Home on Wednesday from 6-9 p.m.
The service will be held Thursday in the ThompsonStrickland-Waters Funeral Home Chapel at 11 a.m. with the Rev.
Scott Krug officiating. Burial will be in the McDonald Baptist
Church Cemetery.
Pallbearers will be grandsons: Greg Wiggins, Joseph Ward, Joel
Ward, Curtis Peterson, Kevin Ward, Jonathan Ward, Philip Ward,
Eric Ward, Marshall Wiggins, Josh Hulet, Matt Ward, Nicholas
Ward, Jeff Mallard, Victor Mallard, Phillip Mallard and Joe
Mallard.
Honorary pallbearers will be the Men of Grace Bible Baptist
Church and Brannen Wiggins, Lloyd Wiggins and Earl Hulet.
Remembrances may be made to Grace Bible Baptist Church,
305 Azalea Drive, Sylvania, GA 30467; or to Ogeechee Area
Hospice, P.O. Box 536, Statesboro 30459.

Crowe-Fields Funeral Home
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Tony Phillips may be reached
at (912) 489-9415.

‘‘I think he will get a big
vote,’’ said Chambliss, R-Ga. ‘‘I
don’t know if it will be 60 or 90
votes, but I would hope he gets
100 votes because I think he
deserves it.’’
This was Roberts’ first visit
with Chambliss as a Supreme
Court nominee. The senator
recently left the Judiciary
Committee, which held the

confirmation hearing, to
become Agriculture chairman.
However, Chambliss was on
the judiciary panel when
Roberts was up for his current
job on the D.C. Circuit Court
of Appeals. He was impressive
then too, Chambliss said.
Roberts’ nomination is
expected to be voted out of the
committee later this week.

homemaker
Joiner-Anderson Funeral Home

Miss Alice Rita Hart, age 80, died Monday morning at the
Statesboro Nursing Home. The native and lifelong resident of
Bulloch County was a homemaker. Miss Hart was a member of
the Statesboro First Baptist Church where she was a member of
the Dorcas Sunday School Class. She enjoyed needlework and
loved her nieces and nephews.
Surviving are a brother, Joe A. Hart Jr. of Statesboro; five sisters, Ruth Edwards of Savannah, Mary Ross of Statesboro, Evelyn
Bird of Portal, Jewell Trunell of Cochran and Carolyn Bryant of
Jacksonville, Fla.; several nieces and nephews also survive.
The funeral service will be held Wednesday at 11 a.m. in the
chapel of Joiner-Anderson Funeral Home. Burial will be in the
Eastside Cemetery.
Pallbearers will be nephews.
The family requests that memorial contributions be made to
the charity of the donor’s choice.
Friends may sign the online register book at www.joineranderson.com.
Statesboro Herald, September 21, 2005

TUNNEL from page 4A
approved, “we hope to begin
the first phase within a month.”
“Predesign on subsequent
phases” would likely follow
shortly, he said.
An “educated guesstimate”
of the project is around $1.4
million, he said. “These are very
broad cost estimates.”
Holli Deal Bragg may be
reached at 489-9414.

SCREVEN from page 4A
the budget. In addition, we
contacted to our state legislators concerning the possibility
of generating the income
through SPLOST funds.
Unfortunately, SPLOST funds
still can’t be used for the maintenance and operation issues

VOTING from page 4A
voters confidence and faith in
the elections process.’’
For a majority of voters,
however, that’s already the case,
according to an exit poll conducted for AP and television
networks during the 2004 presidential election. The poll
showed that about nine out of
10 Georgia voters were confident their votes were accurately
counted.
‘‘They’re easy to use,’’
Stephens said of the machines,
‘‘but there’s no safety net that
guarantees there’s not the possibility of fraud there.’’
Under his proposal, voters
would be allowed to review the
paper printout before casting
their votes electronically, but
would not get to keep the paper
product. Instead, the printout
would be stored by elections
officials and would be used only
in recounts.
The pilot test would cost
about $1 million, which would
be covered by the state, he said.
Cox, who previously has
urged a go-slow approach to
paper ballots and was once
quoted as saying ‘‘it really adds
nothing to the system’’, said
Tuesday she supports retrofitting the system to produce
printouts.
‘‘We are proactively exploring options to modify and
enhance Georgia’s voting system to provide a voter-verified
paper trail that gives voters even
more confidence in our voting
process,’’ she said.
Her spokesman, Chris
Riggall, said Cox has wanted
federal standards in place
before the state committed to a
specific printing system. ‘‘We’re
soon about to have them,’’ he
said.
Cox credits the electronic
voting system with drastically
improving the accuracy of the
Georgia vote count.

Miss Alice Rita Hart

low alongside Railroad Bed
Road in some areas.
There would be “access
points and bathrooms” along
the way as well, he said.
Rollins and some commissioners expressed concern
about traffic at the “Five Points”
intersection that includes the
intersection
of
PretoriaRushing and Burkhalter roads.
Rollins said if the grant is
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we are facing.
In order to use SPLOST
funds in that way, the state
constitution would have to be
changed.”

MILLEN — Mrs. Ayre Lee Aycock, age 88, died Tuesday,
September 20, 2005, at St. Joseph’s Hospital in Savannah. A native of
Jenkins County, she had lived in Savannah for a number of years.
Before her retirement, she owned and operated Aycock Oil Company.
Afterward, she devoted her time and energy to her beloved grandchildren, great-grandchildren and great-great-grandchildren.
The funeral service will be Friday at 2 p.m. at the Elam Baptist
Church in Jenkins County with Dr. David Wainright officiating.
Burial will follow in the church cemetery.
Mrs. Aycock, who was preceded in death by her husband, Leon
Aycock, is survived by her daughter and son-in-law, Evelyn and Julian
Walraven of Savannah; a son and daughter-in-law, William “Buddy”
and Sandra Rabitsch of Statesboro; six grandchildren, 13 greatgrandchildren and two great-great-grandchildren. Also surviving are
two sisters, Adell Peel of Atlanta and Mildred Wiggins of Millen; one
brother and sister-in-law, Herbert and Betty Girard of Reidsville; six
nieces and a nephew.
Pallbearers will be Don Herndon, Keith Rabitsch, Ken Rabitsch,
Jon Walraven, Mike Walraven and Stephen Wicks.
Visitation will be Thursday from 5-7 p.m. at the Crowe-Fields
Funeral Home in Millen.
Statesboro Herald, September 21, 2005

OBITUARY
INFORMATION LINE
Pre-recorded information available 24 hours a day

489-CARE (2273)

THAYER MONUMENT COMPANY

A study by her office showed
the statewide percentage of ballots in which voters failed to
express a choice for president
dropped from 3.5 percent in
2000 to 0.39 percent in 2004.
The machines remind voters
when they fail to vote in a particular race and give them a
chance to change their minds
before they cast their ballot.

Continuing Over 50 Years of Craftsmanship and Service

Scott Herrmann - District Manager
Representing Georgia Marble® Co.

Scott Herrmann

It has long been a tradition of Thayer Monument Company to
honor South Georgia’s heritage with only the finest craftsmanship
and service. Our tradition of quality and service continues to be
the foundation of our commitment to the future.

45 West Main St. • Statesboro

764-3117
40831

Thank You
For making our Garage Sale a Success!

Over $1,000 raised for Red Cross
Hurricane Relief Fund!
Special Thanks to
“Occasions” on
N. Zetterower Ave.
for their
generous support.

State brief
The Associated Press

Chambliss: Roberts
deserves support
WASHINGTON — Sen.
Saxby Chambliss met face-toface Tuesday with Chief Justice
nominee John Roberts and
said afterward he deserves to
be unanimously confirmed.

Statesboro Publishing Co.
“Working together to make things better.”

Your choice of funeral home makes the difference
between something merely acceptable…
…and service that’s more than you expect.
Let us show you why.
Mark Anderson
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502 Miller Street Extension, Statesboro, GA
764-7725 • www.joineranderson.com

